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Saving sight is our vision

A gift in your Will 
creates a legacy for 
future generations,  
and provides hope.

Thank you. 
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a world without such beautiful visions

remember
Can you

the most

beautiful  thing

you have ever
seen?
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Every five seconds 
one person in our world goes blind 

Every minute a child goes blind

More than 575,000 of us suffer  
from less than 50% normal vision

Over 66,000 Australians are blind
Imagine a world of darkness
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Imagine if you had  
the power to save sight 
At the Lions Eye Institute (LEI),  
we believe sight is worth saving 

This is the reason our large team of clinicians, medical 
professionals, researchers and support staff continue 
to work tirelessly towards achieving our vision:  
to prevent and cure blindness and eye disease. 

The LEI is unique in the way that we combine clinical 
work with research, allowing us to solve problems 
today whilst continuing to make improvements well into 
the future. We know that scientific discovery is the only 
way to protect our vision for the future and this is at 
the very heart of everything we do.
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“A recent tour of the very busy, 
refurbished Lions Eye Institute 
clinic and the magnificent Harry 
Perkins Institute of Medical 
Research made me very proud 
to be West Australian. Knowing 
such state-of-the-art facilities 
and so many highly skilled 
professionals are available right here 
in Perth is very reassuring to anyone, 
whatever their stage in life. 

Moving over to the LEI a few years ago for my 
ophthalmologist check-ups and Lions Optics for my 
glasses was the best decision I could have made. 
The very popular Annual Open Days at the LEI have 
been a great way to keep up to date with just how 
innovative and progressive the Institute is, with its 
cutting edge scientific research and specialised vision 
saving treatments. 

I was impressed to learn that as a not-for-profit 
organisation, funds raised by the LEI support further 
research. Although I may not be in a position to 
make substantial donations at the present time, 
one way I can contribute is to leave the LEI a 
gift in my Will. My husband and I have already 
made these arrangements. We both feel immensely 
privileged to be part of the caring community of 
the LEI supporters who show the dedicated team 
at the Institute just how much they are valued and 
appreciated.”

Nancy, retired teacher
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Funds raised by  
the Lions Eye 

Institute support 
further research
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Research provides  
hope for people like Kate
Cataracts and glaucoma are 
usually associated with ageing, 
but Kate was born with cataracts 
and battles glaucoma. Extensive 
treatment at the LEI by Professor 
Bill Morgan has helped to 
protect Kate’s eyesight. Kate 
underwent surgery for cataracts 
at just nine weeks to allow her 
infant vision to develop. 

However, after her cataracts were 
removed, she began to develop 
glaucoma. Kate continues to 
see Professor Morgan at the 
LEI to regularly monitor her eye 
condition. Continued research 
will lead to improved glaucoma 
treatments and will improve the 
lives of people like Kate.

Kate
Sharing a 

vision for the 
futureYour gift has the  

power to save sight
As a well-established not-for-
profit organisation, much of our 
work is made possible because 
of generous donations, both 
small and large from people 
who feel passionately about 
confronting the major causes of 
blindness.

Many LEI supporters who share 
our vision for the future want to 
ensure their support lives on. By 
leaving a gift in your Will for the 
LEI your support will continue in 
the fight against darkness. 

Research 
and medical 

advancements can 
change the world as 

we see it today
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Leaving a Lasting Legacy
Preparing your Will is the best way to 
make sure your wishes and intentions are 
followed. It enables you to leave a lasting 
legacy you can be proud of and can be 
life-changing for so many in the future.

After providing for family and friends, 
many people embrace the opportunity 
to leave a gift to an organisation close to 
their heart. It’s simple to leave a gift in 
your Will – legally known as a ‘Bequest’.

The LEI has long been a recipient of 
generous bequests, with around a quarter 
of all donation income received being 
from generous gifts in Wills.

Exciting breakthroughs in research are 
made possible by the many generous 
individuals who have left a gift for the 
LEI in their Will

As we continue to provide hope for 
those affected by blinding eye disease, 
we welcome your consideration towards 
including a gift for the LEI in your Will.

You can positively 
impact the future 

without taking away 
from today
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Charles Anderson first came to the LEI as a patient in 2004. He was a 
loyal supporter of the LEI for over a decade, enjoying our newsletters 
and stories. Although Charles was not considered a wealthy man, 
his regular donations to the LEI helped save sight and were greatly 
appreciated. Charles generously left a bequest to a number of charities 
in his Will including a gift of $1,000 to the LEI. 

Charles’ thoughtful gift now lives on in our 
internationally recognised research program.

George’s Great Legacy 
Kojunup sheep farmer George Church left a great legacy to eye health 
in Western Australia with a $1.4 million donation in his Will to the LEI. 
George, who died aged 96, suffered from 
glaucoma and macular degeneration 
and was a patient of the LEI for 
many years. A veteran of World 
War II, George and his wife 
Patricia were known for their 
incredible generosity.

No gift is too big  
or too small. Simply 
making the decision 

to give offers hope for 
generations to come. 
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You can become a Visionary
Visionaries are a special group of people that share our vision and 
realise the impact leaving a gift today has for others in the future. By 
choosing to include a gift in your Will for the LEI you will become one of 
our cherished Visionaries.

As a distinguished Visionary you will have the opportunity to attend 
special events throughout the year, be kept up to date on the work of 
the LEI, meet our researchers and clinicians at events and get to know 
other like-minded supporters who share your vision.

Bequests are essential in supporting future research
“I connected with the LEI as a patient for the removal of cataracts 
followed by surgery for lens implants with Dr Andrea Ang. The precision 
surgery needed in eye care and the vast improvements to someone’s 

quality of life as a result of performing such delicate 
operations was what attracted Dr Ang to Ophthalmology. 

Learning this, I realised that the LEI is an organisation 
I wanted to support long term. I believe bequests 
are essential in supporting research because of the 
importance of future progress and developments.”     

Eric Withnell – LEI Visionary

I still marvel at the brilliance of the colours I see 
“I was slowly going blind with Fuchs’ Dystrophy over ten years ago, and 
was referred to see Dr Stephen Wiffen at the LEI. Treatment slowed the 
progress, but eventually I had a cornea transplant. The recovery took 
almost two years. The result was brilliant. A couple of years later I had 
a second cornea transplant, in the other eye. The recovery took just 
two months. Research in the intervening four years had changed the 
procedure from open eye surgery to keyhole surgery. I still get regular 
check-ups at the LEI. They restored my eyesight to a degree that was 
better than it ever was before. I still marvel at the brilliance of the 
colours I see. The research, treatment, care and friendliness of all the 
people there make them all my heroes.  They gave me my eyesight back. 
My husband and I changed our wills to leave a substantial bequest 
to the LEI to help with the wonderful work they do. We both really 
appreciate all that the LEI have done for us.”  

Doreen and Robin Fleet – LEI Visionaries
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How to leave a gift to the  
Lions Eye Institute in your Will
 Take time to talk with family and loved ones  
 We appreciate that family and loved ones should always come 

first. Talk to them and share your vision for the future with them.

 Choose the type of gift 
 Please be sure to discuss your options with a solicitor or lawyer. 

There are many different ways to leave a bequest, but the most 
common include:

 Percentage of your estate – Once you have provided for your 
loved ones a Residual Gift enables you to share the remainder of 
your estate with your chosen beneficiaries after all other gifts, taxes 
and debts have been fulfilled.

 Fixed amount – A Pecuniary Gift is a stated set amount of money 
that does not increase with inflation. 

 Specific item – A specified item or asset which can be left as a gift.

 Correct wording
 It is important your Will uses the correct wording to ensure your 

wishes are carried out exactly as you intend. It can be as simple as 
writing the below:

 I give, devise and bequeath to the LIONS EYE INSTITUTE LIMITED 
free from all duties, the following (specify type of gift) and direct 
that the receipt of the Managing Director for the time being will be 
a sufficient discharge to my Trustees/Executor.  

 Write and legalise your Will
 Until it has been signed and witnessed your Will is not a legally 

binding document.

Let us thank you
We are deeply indebted to those who have left gifts for the LEI in their 
Wills. Such outstanding gestures offer an enhanced quality of life to 
millions of people and are very much appreciated. If you have already 
included the LEI in your Will, or if you intend to do so, we would 
appreciate the opportunity to thank you personally.

Completing the attached form is a simple way to let us know your 
gift intentions, or to request more information on how you can do so. 
Please be assured that this is not a legal document but simply a way 
of recognising your generous gesture. 

“Over 50 years of medical 
education and caring for blinding 

eye disease has reinforced an 
important principle – the only 

way to enlightenment is through 
scientific discovery.’’ 

Professor Ian Constable  
Lions Eye Institute  

Founder 

My Gift Intention

Gill Janson
Lions Eye Institute
Reply Paid 62815
NEDLANDS WA 6009
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If you wish to provide further details of your gift intention 
please complete the form below. Please note, any 
information shared with us will be kept strictly confidential 
and will be used respectfully and appropriately.

 I have already included LEI in my Will
 I intend to include LEI in my Will 
 I would like you to contact me to talk about my wishes 

My gift is in    honour of    memory of 
__________________________________________

Relationship _________________________________

My Contact Details 
Full Name __________________________________
Postal address _______________________________
_________________________________________
Suburb ___________________________________
Postcode _________  Date of Birth ____/____/____   
Telephone___________________________________
Email______________________________________

Please accept our sincere thanks for considering leaving 
a gift for the LEI in your Will. Your thoughtfulness today will 
ensure independence for loved ones and people living with 
the threat of blinding eye disease.

For further information on including a gift for the LEI 
in your Will please do not hesitate to contact Gill, our 
Future Vision Officer directly on (08) 9381 0738 for a 
confidential discussion.

Please return 
completed form to:
(no stamp required)1918


