
Leaving a gift to the Lions Eye Institute in your Will

Vision for the future



Established in 1983, the Lions Eye Institute is both a highly respected 
research institute and a world class ophthalmic clinic. 

About the Lions Eye Institute

The organisation’s core purpose is to prevent and cure blindness and eye 
disease, and it achieves this through the translation of science into practical 
outcomes that save people’s sight.

The Lions Eye Institute incorporates one of Australia’s largest ophthalmic 
practices, including clinics in Nedlands, Midland, Murdoch and Broome.  
The Institute also includes a day surgery, Lions Outback Vision, Lions Eye Bank, 
a clinical trials centre, optometry clinic and research laboratories.

As a leading not for profit organisation, much of our work is made possible  
due to generous donations and gifts in Wills, both small and large, from people 
who want to help prevent blindness and eye disease. 

Sarah (pictured with her family) is losing her 
sight and could be legally blind within 10 years
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Research 
and medical 

advancements can 
change the world as 

we see it today.

By leaving a gift in your Will to the 
Lions Eye Institute you will continue 
giving hope to Australians like Sarah, 
who are living with the devastating 
consequences of irreversible vision loss.

At age 35, mother of two Sarah was 
diagnosed by Associate Professor Hessom 
Razavi at the Lions Eye Institute with myopic 
macular degeneration. She is losing her sight 
and could be legally blind within 10 years. 

Imagine if you had the power to save sight

The first thing Sarah did when she arrived home after the diagnosis 
was look at her children’s faces. She was trying to memorise their 
beautiful features – knowing that one day, she wouldn’t be able to see 
them anymore.

At this stage, unfortunately, there are 
no treatments that can save Sarah’s 
sight. Driven by our purpose to 
provide better vision for all, the Lions 
Eye Institute is currently undertaking 
research that can be translated into 
the treatments of tomorrow.  

By leaving a gift in your Will to 
the Lions Eye Institute, you can 
help eradicate avoidable blindness, 
providing all Australians, like Sarah, 
with a healthy and independent future.
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You can help shape the future of eye research and treatment.

Your gift, our commitment

A pioneer in ophthalmic research 
and practice, the Lions Eye Institute 
performed Western Australia’s first 
LASIK surgery (laser eye surgery) and 
introduced tele-ophthamology.

These incredible breakthroughs would 
not be possible without the support of 
everyday Australians. Your gift enables 
us to harness decades of experience to 
drive the delivery of health advances 
and save people’s sight.

Sharing  
a vision for  
the future.

When you remember the Lions 
Eye Institute in your Will, you help 
make possible the groundbreaking 
research that has previously led to 
new breakthrough treatments and 
diagnostic techniques. These include:

• the world’s first artificial cornea

• the Barrett Universal II Formula

• XEN® Gel Stent

•  the central retinal vein occlusion 
bypass laser surgery procedure

• the excimer laser surgical system.
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A gift in your Will, no matter how small or large, will help ensure that vital 
research into eye diseases and treatments can continue well into the future. 

Our research is focused on eye diseases that impact the majority of Australians,  
as well as rare genetic eye diseases. We work across five key areas of research: 

Gifts to the Lions Eye Institute support research

Glaucoma: identifying the underlying physiology of glaucoma 
including pressures in and around the eye, to develop new 
treatments using drugs, laser surgery and diagnostics with novel 
image analysis to save sight.

Diabetic and vascular retinopathies: developing new techniques 
for the detection and monitoring of early to late changes in 
diabetic and other retinal blood vessel disorders, and treatments  
to prevent vision loss in patients with these conditions.

Indigenous and community eye research: more effectively 
detecting and treating common non-reversible diseases such as 
diabetic retinopathy and glaucoma in remote, rural and Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander communities in Western Australia and 
developing countries, through better screening, access to care  
and rapid implementation of new treatments.

Genetic eye disease, gene therapies and macular degeneration: 
reducing blindness due to conditions of singular genetic eye 
diseases, through a greater understanding of genetic causes of 
eye disease, leading to treatments and therapies with novel gene 
enhancement and replacement therapies.

Cornea, ocular surface and ocular immunology: improving the 
understanding and treatments for common conditions affecting 
the normally clear surface of the eye, including viral infections, 
using treatments that modify the body’s immune system reactions.
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Kojunup sheep farmer George 
Church left a great legacy to eye 
health in Western Australia with  
a $1.4 million donation in his Will 
to the Lions Eye Institute.

George, who died aged 96, suffered 
from glaucoma and macular 
degeneration and was a patient of  
the Lions Eye Institute for many years. 
A veteran of World War II, George and 
his wife Patricia were known for their 
incredible generosity.

George’s great legacy

No gift is too  
big or too small.  

Simply making the 
decision to give offers 
hope for generations  

to come.

George, Lions Eye Institute 
patient and Visionary 
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It gives me comfort knowing  
that I will leave a legacy in vital 
research and clinical treatment  
to others in coming years. 

I would have loved to have been 
able to contribute more to the 
medical care of people at a higher 
level professionally, but my lack 
of opportunity to access formal 
education in my younger years 
prevented me from doing so. Leaving 
a gift in my Will to the Lions Eye 
Institute is one way I can contribute 
to the future care of people with 
serious eye conditions and disease.

Maria, Lions Eye Institute 
patient and Visionary

Some years ago, when rewriting 
our Wills we made provision for 
a substantial sum to go to the 
Lions Eye Institute. This gift can 
continually fund valuable and 
sometimes expensive research 
work, which leads to benefit 
so many who suffer from eye 
problems.John and Elizabeth, Visionaries

Visionaries are people who believe the world is worth seeing and want to be a part 
of the scientific quest to prevent and treat blindness and eye disease.
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Preparing your Will is the best 
way to ensure your wishes and 
intentions are followed. A Will 
enables you to leave a lasting 
legacy that you can be proud of 
and can be life changing for so 
many in the future.

Exciting breakthroughs in research 
are only made possible thanks to 
generous individuals who leave a 
gift to the Lions Eye Institute in 
their Will. 

As a charity dependent on 
donations, letting us know you 
have chosen to include us in your 
Will helps us to plan for the future. 
It also gives us the opportunity to 
thank you and keep you informed 
about our work.

If you have decided to include a 
gift in your Will to the Lions Eye 
Institute, we would like to thank 
you and invite you to become 
a Lions Eye Institute Visionary. 
Visionaries are a special group of 
people who share our vision and 
realise the impact leaving a gift 
today has for others in the future. 

Your decision

You can positively 
impact the future 

without taking away 
from today.

Freda and Norman, Lions Eye Institute 
patients and Visionaries
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A Will is a legal document that describes how you wish your assets to 
be distributed when you are gone. 

It ensures your wishes are accurately carried out after your death, and your 
assets are distributed to the people and causes you care about. A current Will 
means your loved ones won’t need to make difficult decisions about your estate.  

If you have decided to name the Lions Eye Institute in your Will, thank you! 
It is recommended that you contact a solicitor to draft your Will (or add to an 
existing Will) and to appoint an executor. An executor is a person, or people, 
who will make sure your wishes are followed.  

As research advances and the needs of the Lions Eye Institute change, the most 
effective way to leave a gift in your Will is to entrust the Institute to use your 
gift in the area of greatest need. However, in some instances you may wish to 
leave your gift to a specific area of research.  

Whatever way you choose to leave a gift we are deeply indebted to you. Such 
outstanding gestures offer an enhanced quality of life to millions of people and 
are very much appreciated.  

Your gift has 
the power to 

save sight.What is involved in making a gift 
in your Will
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All gifts to the Lions Eye Institute provide valuable and lasting support 
to our research and treatments. 

There are a number of ways you can make a gift to us in your Will, but the most 
common include:

Your choice of gift

•  Percentage of your estate – also 
called a residuary gift. Once you 
have provided for your loved 
ones, and taken care of any other 
charges, the residue of your estate 
is what is left. A residuary gift to 
the Lions Eye Institute could be 
a percentage or the whole of the 
residue of your estate.

•  Fixed amount – also called a 
pecuniary gift. A pecuniary gift is 
a stated set amount of money that 
does not increase with inflation.

•  Specific item – also called a 
specific bequest. This can be a 
specified item or asset such as real 
estate, art or jewellery.
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When a gift in Will is left to the Lions Eye Institute, we suggest  
the following wording be used. The wording must specify the  
LIONS EYE INSTITUTE LIMITED.

Wording your gift

1)  I give to the Lions Eye Institute Limited ABN 48 106 521 439 
(choose one or more of the following options):

 A. The residue of my estate, or

 B. % of the residue of my estate, or

 C. The sum of $, or

 D.  A specific item – describe the item. If the item is real property 
then specify that the gift is free from all money secured on it.

2)  If at my death the Lions Eye Institute Limited has amalgamated 
with another body to form an amalgamated body, this gift is a gift 
to the amalgamated body whether or not a change of name has 
taken place; or if it has changed its name, this gift is a gift to the 
body in its changed name.

3)  The receipt of the Managing Director, secretary or public officer 
for the time being will be a sufficient discharge to my executors in 
respect of the gift.

It is important to remember that until your Will is signed and 
witnessed it is not a legally binding document. !

Thank you!
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Nedlands  |  Murdoch  |  Midland  |  Broome 
(08) 9381 0777  |  carecentre@lei.org.au  |  lei.org.au

If you have any questions about leaving  
a gift in your Will, please contact our  

Donor Relationships Coordinator  
on (08) 9381 0777.

mailto:carecentre%40lei.org.au?subject=
http://lei.org.au

